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*Lafavelte, we are here.” These were the famous words uttered by an Amernican military
officer at the tomb of the Revolutionary War hero in Pans, as the first units of the Amencan
Expeditionary Force arrived in France in Apnl 1917 — American troops coming to the aid of 2
beleaguered France and her allics in World War I, some 140 years afier the Marquis de Lafayetts
arrived from France in support of American revolutionaries in 1777. Now, some 81 years after
American troops arrived in France, we stand here at Cleveland State University to welcome
Lafayette to the shores of America’s North Coast in the form of 2 magnificent microfilm
collection of his personal papers.

The pride that we all fee] at having thas important historical collection at Cleveland Stale
Umiversily reminds me of a story that was told duning the waning years of the Cold War, when
relations between the United States and the Soviet Union were beginning to thaw but the spint of
compelition was still quite evident. An Amencan businessman drove to Kennedy Airport to
meel his Russian counterpart, whe was armiving as pant of a cultural exchange program. As part
of the program, the Amencan wiis 1o show the Russian visitor around New York City.

As they drove past one huge office building, the Russian asked, "How long did it take to

put up that bulding?”






